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Feb. 1st. I was to have gone this morning a coursing to Pool with Mr. Oates,
Mr. Sharpe & Mr. Rishworth. Mr. Oates called for me at seven o'clock but as
it was raining & as I had got a bad cold I declined going. I am particularly
partial to a country life and rural sports & hate the bustle of a town, par
ticularly the coarse, rude bustle of a manufacturing town. Nothing would
delight me more than to be able to retire into the country where I might live &
act independently without being molested by anyone, or subject to the cares &
nonsense of the world.
[ .. . I I have always had an inclination to reside at Harrogate because there
I might gratify my taste for a country life without interfering with the practice
of my profession, which can be done in very few situations. From the celebrity
of Harrogate as a watering place & from its proximity to Knaresbrough I con
sider it a most excellem simation for a Physician, at the same time it has aU the
advantages of a country residence. If I were there I should purchase a few
acres of land on which I should build a neat small house with suitable out
offices & surround them with proper shrubs & plantations. If there was only a
small supply of water & tWO or three acres of ground I could make a most
beautiful place of it. I have a small estate situated between Harrogate &
Knaresbrough which I would take into my own managemen t & indulge my
taste for rural pursuits at the same time that I might improve the land and
increase the income derived from it. I frequently think of removing there as I
am certain I should feel much happier, neither do I su ppose I should be a loser
in point of professional remuneration. There is only One circumstance prevents
me & that is the fear of otTending my UnCle; if it were not for that I should not
remain one more week in Bradford.
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Feb. 2nd. Tomorrow is the day on which is celebrated the septennial festival of
Bisbop Blaise" For the last two months preparations have been making for it
by tbe ditTerent individuals connected with the trade of the place. It has been
much talked of lately & noticed in the newspapers, so that we may expect a
great influx of strangers, indeed great numbers have arrived already. I wrote to
my Sister to permit her eldest Son to come over, as I thought it would be a sight
calculated to please children, but she thought him too young so begged I would
excuse him. I expect however Mr. John Teesdale from Halifax. I hope the day
will be favourable, but I very much doubt it as it has been blowing all the day a
tremendous gale of wind attended with heavy rain. I had to walk up to Bolling
Hall in the morning and in coming back got well wet. I called to see the pretty
little Miss Heineken 17 who lives at Bolling Hall. She has been threatened twice
with consumption & I have arrested it each time. She is now quite well, but
keeps the house during the winter. Miss H. is a very intimate friend of Miss
Oates and she told me today as a secret that, she should not be very much
surprised if the match between Miss Oates & Rishworth was broke otT, for she
thought the latter was a great flirt. Miss Heineken is a sensible & amiable girl.
She cultivates her mind as much as possible, in which she is greatly assisted by
her father who is a man of great literary attainments. She has very few of the
fooleries of her sex, but is quite a rational being, at least as much so as a female
can be. She find s great fault at my being fond of hunting and shootin g & says

"fi

they are only amusements for barbarians.
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Feb. 3n!. The wind has been blowing most tremendously all night attended
with snow and rain. I looked out of my chamber window about five o·clock. It
was then very cloudy & raining. I returned to bed & fell asleep. About 8
o'clock I awoke. The morning was beautiful. The wind had ceased, the clouds
had dispersed & the sun was shining most beautifully. It seemed as if the
weather had taken up purposely for the celebration of the Blaise. Mr. Teesdale
came about 9 o'clock. The different members of the cavalcade were repairing
from their respective mustering places attended by bands of music to the grand
parade which was in Westgate. Mr. Teesdale & I went into Darley Street to
Mr. Lister's to see the procession pass. They moved from Westgate at IO down
Kirkgate, then came up Darley Street & from thence into Rawson Place. The
sight was most beautiful & I had not the least idea that it would be so
interesting and imposing.

A Herald came first supported by two constables. Then a band of music.
Afterwards the Woolstaplers on horseback riding on fieeces ornamented with
sashes. Then the Spinners on horseback, with sashes & slivers of wool, blue
coats & white stuff waistcoats: their horses covered with white worsted nets.
Next a band of music & the Masters' Sons & Apprentices on horseback most

gaily dressed in scarlet stuff coats, white waistcoats, blue pantaloons, blue
sashes & most beautiful caps ornamented with ostrich feathers, artificial
flowers, gold chains, beads & various other trinkets. Several of these caps cost
len or fifteen pounds and some it was said even thirty. Next came the
Merchants on horseback; blue coats, white stuff waistcoats & crimson sashes.
Music. King & Queen with Guards on horseback with drawn swords: the
horses of their Majesties led each by two grooms richly dressed. Then Jason &

Medea with Guards likewise on horseback and grooms. Afterwards came
Bishop Blaise with Mace-bearer, Chaplain, and Guards as before; the horses of
the Bishop & Chaplain led by grooms. Next the Shepherd & Shepherdess,
surrounded by a troop of Shepherd Swains , all beautifully dressed in green
jackets, white trousers & ornamental caps. The horse of the Shepherdess was
led by grooms & she supported a fine lamb on a fleece. The Swains on hor
seback carrying crooks. Then came the Combmakers on horseback with
combs & rams' heads with gilt horns. A band of music & Wool-Sorters on hor
seback with red & white slivers & ornamental caps. The charcoal-burners on
horseback. Afterwards Wool-Combers on fOOL , ornamented dresses, wool wigs
and caps. Another band of music. Master Diers on horseback with sashes &
coloured slivers, their horses covered with coloured nets. Diers on foot with
coloured sashes, slivers & caps. There were several flags carried in the proces
sion with appropriate devices.

After seeing the procession in Darley Street I went to Miss Preston's in
Kirkgate. I there heard Mr John Rand 18 speak the speech when the procession
passed. I went afterwards to Mr. Fawcett's to see the men take refreshment at
the Holme. There was beef and ham for them also about a hundred gallons of
punch. Some of them got very tipsy . The crowd in Bradford was immense for
people came from all parts of the country & in all kinds of conveyances. The
windows of those houses situated where the procession had to pass were all
filled. Our wind ows were filled. We had Mr. Field & his two daughters, Mr.
Rawson" the Lord of the Manor & Miss Eli za Rawson, Mr. & Mrs. John
7
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A handbill produced at the time ofthe Bishop Blaisefeslival.
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Horsefall, Miss Cooper of Bingley, Miss Lister of Morton etc. etc. There was a
public dinner at the Courthouse in the evening. I was to have been there, but as
Mr. Teesdale was with me I declined dining at it. All passed off very well.
Feb. 4th. The Town still in motion and very full. Mr. Teesdale and I went this
evening to the Blaise Ball. There was a very full attendance being about one
hundred & forty . Nothing particularly interesting occurred. I only danced one
quadrille for there was such a dust arose from the chalked floor20 that I could
not breathe. The company was very mixed, but all went off well. There was
such a dust from the chalk that we were all coughing & sneezing during the
whole of the evening. I got to bed about 3 in the morning.
Feb. 5th. T he town stiU busy. I was to have dined with the Stewards of the
Blaise dinner & baU but was prevented. I went in the evening to them & found
them very merry. There was also Dr. Outhwaite & Mr. Rishworth. I supped off
a Baron of Beef which was cooked for the public dinner. It weighed 187
pounds. I afterward s took some tea and then went home leaving a party
playing at whist. We have long felt at Bradford the want of public rooms. We
have no regular assembly room s, a very bad news-room, a wretched room for
the public library" & no decent billiard room. A paper was drawn up by Outh
waite & brought forward the night of the ball, proposing to build a set of public
rooms by subscription in shares of £25 , each person taking what shares he
thought proper. The thing was well received & twenty four names were got in
the room. Tod ay Outhwaite produced the paper & the names already down
amount to thirty six. The plan seems to be well liked & there is little doubt but
sufficient names will be got to carry the thing into effect. It is supposed the
money wanted will be about four thousand pounds."
Feb. 6th. I was prevented going to church today & also not able to dine at
Heaton where I was expected. I went in the afte rnoon to see Field who has got
a very bad cold, as have also the young ladies & Mrs. Field. I took tea there &
then came back, being engaged.
Feb. 7th. I and my gro om Paul went this morning to a fair at Adwalton to look
out for a horse but there was nothing worth looking at. The day exceptionally
cold & unpleasa nt. In this part of the country decent horses are very scarce so
that it is a matter of great difficulty to procure one. I almost regret having sold
my own ; at any rate if I had kn own that I should have had such trouble in
procuring another I should have bought one before I had sold.
I dined today at Mr. Rishworth's of Boldshay. There was a large party: Col.
Bennet, Col. Skelton," Mr. Oates, Mr. Paley , Capt. Priestley," Dr. Outhwaite,
Mr. Mann, Mr. M. Horsefall, Mr. Jos. Pollard ," Mr. Moulden, Mr. Sharpe. We
had a good dinner & a very pleasant party . D r. Outhwaite got too much wine
& as usual made a great fool of himself. Outhwaite has no command over
himself, but indulges in his favourite propensity to jokes & satire; but his jokes
& his anecdotes a re perfectly disgusting, they are so abominably filthy &
indelicate: he certainly disgusted everyone present. ] rully intend at some con
venient season to lecture him On his conduct & warn him rrom taking lao much
wine. After coffee we sat down to cards. I played at 100 & won ten shillings.
Outhwaite won six Or seven guineas. We did nOl get home until four o'cl ock.

Feb. 8th. I was this evening at a large rout at Mr. Whitehead's to meet Mr. &
Mrs. Martin . The party was a very stupid one. I played four rubbers at whist
9

